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Formative Assessment
Considerations

[ GRADES 1-12 ]

GUIDELINE KEY SUBJECT AREA OF FOCUS GUIDELINE SPECIFICATION

This resource is related to the

following ELSF Guidelines: ELA v 14 14A

Description of resource and intended audience:

When incorporated into classroom practice, formative assessment activities provide in-the-moment evidence of student
learning. Assessment activities should result in feedback to students and adjustment of teaching that is contingent on the
assessment data gathered in the moment. The formative assessment results should primarily be used as a guide for
teachers in scaffolding student learning, so as to close the gap between the learning goals and what the student can
currently do.

Materials needed: Varies depending on activity used for assessment.

Approximate time needed: Varies depending on activity and what is being assessed.

Instructions:

Review your formative assessment tools and practices using the questions that begin on the following page. Consider your
students’ needs and the demands of your lessons. If you are unable to answer yes to every question, how might you make
adjustments to your formative assessments so that they provide valuable information, benefit your students, and are
unbiased towards their languages and cultures?
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Question

Answer

1) Do your formative
assessments provide
opportunities for
informative, timely, and
actionable feedback for
students to help them
improve and grasp
upcoming content?

Question

Yes

No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)

How might you adjust
your assessments to
allow for feedback that
helps students progress
in their learning of
content?

How might you adjust
your assessments to
allow for feedback that
helps students
progressively develop
discipline-specific
language?

How might you adjust
your assessments so that
the feedback can be
provided to studentsin a
timely manner?

Answer

2) Do your formative
assessments allow you to
collect evidence
(Learning Logs, Collect
and Display Posters, Exit
Ticket, Post-It note
answers, Know/Want to
Know Chart, QuickWrite,
etc) that allow you and
your students to reflect
on, build on, and make
connections with
emerging disciplinary
understandings and
language over the course
of aunit?

Yes

No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)

How might you adjust
your assessments to
create bridges between
current disciplinary
understandings and
language use and new
disciplinary
understandings and
language over a the
course of a unit?
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Question Answer
3) Are students able to Yes | No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)
understand and use the

feedback generated as a
result of the formative
assessments to improve
their disciplinary
understandings and
language? (Examples of
formative assessment
tools: whole group
processing of
information - while
individuals adjust their
notes, Round Robin
Charts/Gallery Walk
Charts)

How might you support
students in seeing
formative assessments
asanormal part of
learning and benefit
from it?

How might you adjust
your assessments so that
it produces feedback that
is easy to understand and
useful for improving
learning?
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Question

Answer

4) Do the formative
assessments provide you
with data that is tied to
learning goals and
performance criteria and
that will inform your
instruction with regard
toboth content and
language in a timely
manner?

Yes

No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)

How might you adjust
your assessments so that
learning goals and
performance criteria is
clearly articulated?

How might you adjust
your assessments so that
you quickly obtain data
that will help you make
necessary adjustments
to your instruction of
content?

How might you adjust
your assessments so that
you get information
about necessary
adjustments to your
instruction for language

content and language
demands of your lessons
and do your formative
assessments focus on
critical language/
concepts/skills in
meaningful contexts?

acquisition within the
content area?
Question Answer
5) Are your formative Yes | No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)
assessments easy to How might you adjust
implement? your assessments so that
they are easy to
implement?
Question Answer
6) Do you analyze the Yes | No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)

What adjustments must
you make so that the
assessments focus on the
critical language /
concepts / skills?

What adjustments must
you make so that the
assessments are based in
meaningful contexts?
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Question

Answer

7) Do your formative
assessments align to
state-level content and
language standards?

Yes

No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)

What adjustments must
you make to align your
assessments to state-
level content and
language standards?

Question

Answer

8) Do your formative
assessments provide
opportunities for
students to provide their
best effort?

Yes

No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)

What adjustments must
you make to allow all
students to participate
and show their content

assessments process?

students understand why
they are participating in
the assessments process?

knowledge?
Question Answer
9) Do your formative Yes | No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)
assessment feedback What adjustments can
result in student
| s you make to ensure that
carning: your feedback results in
student content and
language development?
Question Answer
10) Do your students Yes | No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)
understand why they are
participating in the How can you help your

How can you help your
students buy-in to the
assessments process?

What adjustments can
you make to your
practices in using
assessments so that the
students understand why
they are participating?
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Question Answer
11) Do your students Yes | No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)
understand how they
will be judged /
performance criteria?
Teachers can use Success
Criteria that is decided How can you help your
with students before the students to }Jndertand
task. how they will be judged?
How can you involve your
students in the
assessments planning
process, when
appropriate, so that they
understand why they are
being judged?
Question Answer
12) Are your formative Yes | No (Write down some ideas about the following reflection questions)

assessments unbiased in
regards to languages and
cultures?

How can you adjust your
assessments so that they
are unbiased towards
your students?

How can you take into
account and build on
students’ developing
cultural and linguistic
understandings as a
result of your
assessments?
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