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Equity Academy Outcomes

Participants will:

Learn the history of the movement towards inclusive 
educational systems in the United States.

Apply what is learned to assessing districts’ practices, 
and developing future goals.

Discover why inclusive education is an equity 
imperative.





Equity Academy 1 Agenda

Time Event

15 min. Introduction & Greeting

35 min. Activity 1: Why Inclusive Education?

20 min. Lecturette 1: It’s a Matter of Equity

25 min. Activity 2: Pathways to Inclusive Education

10 min. Break

20 min. Lecturette 2: Historical & Legal Foundations

25 min. Activity 3: Appreciative Inquiry

30 min. Leave-taking & Feedback



Brainstorm: Features of 
inclusive education

Handouts

Chart paper

Break into two groups

Vignette A & B

Listen to vignettes

Share thoughts as a group



Dr. Smith couldn’t imagine what 
would happen if the seven special 
education teachers (five resource 
and two self-contained) who would 
be affected, lost their positions. 

What would happen to the 
students who left the general 
education setting and went to their 
classrooms? What would the 
general education teachers do to 
meet those students’ needs? 

Even though many teachers had 
taken at least one course in special 
education in their preparation, Dr. 
Smith worried that they would feel 
underprepared and anxious about 
the increasing challenges they may 
associate with having more 
students with disabilities in their 
classrooms.

Pupil Services Director, Dr. 
Smith scratched her head and 
sighed. With state budget cuts and 
the need to cut positions, she was 
at a loss for how to keep the new 
special educators, in light of the 
district’s decision to cut all new 
teachers and counselors the 
following school year. 

In the district’s twenty schools, 
over 13% of students are identified 
as requiring special education 
services. About half of these 
students spend over 40% of their 
school day outside the general 
education classroom. 

An 
Administrator’s 

Dilemma

Vignette 
A



Questions to consider:

Who benefits from the way 
that things are?

Is everyone included?

What supports are present?

Is this the way that we want 
things to be?

A spokesperson for the 
Middletown Public Schools 
announced today that the district 
will begin to move children now in 
bilingual education classes into the 
English-only instruction classes, 
starting next fall, and incorporate 
all of this within general education 
classrooms.

The schools will save resources 
by eliminating bilingual education 
classes and the need for bilingual 
teachers, and redirect those 
resources into retraining teachers 
so all classrooms have teachers 
qualified to teach students learning 
English through a model called 
Structured English Immersion.

Middletown Schools to 
Eliminate Bilingual 

Education 

Vignette 
B



Development of Inclusive Educational Systems
Social, Historical, and Political Foundations

Lecturette 1



Lecturette Outcome 

Participants will learn:

historical movements toward 
inclusive education;

definition and standards of 
inclusive educational systems. 



Historical Pathway to 
Inclusive Educational Systems

Inclusive 
Education



1915

1949

1911



Institutions for Feeble-Minded, 
1950s

1974

1963







“WE ALWAYS TELL OUR CHILDREN THEY ARE AMERICANS.”--FELICITAS MENDEZ 
MENDEZ VS. WESTMINSTER (1945)

• A father tries to enroll his 
children in a local school

•…only to be met by new 
boundary lines drawn 

around Mexican 
neighborhoods 

•…ensuring de facto 
segregation.

Segregated English class in Tempe, Arizona for Latino students, 1923



THE PARAMOUNT REQUISITE IN THE AMERICAN SYSTEM OF 
PUBLIC EDUCATION IS SOCIAL EQUALITY. 

— JUDGE PAUL J. MCCORMICK, MÉNDEZ V. WESTMINSTER, 1945 

 CA Governor Earl Warren 
signs repeals of all 
segregation laws in the 
California statutes

 Later becomes Chief Justice 
and presided over the 
landmark school 
desegregation case, 1954’s 
Brown vs. Board of Education



I'LL ALWAYS REMEMBER THE WHITE STUDENTS HAD THOSE BEAUTIFUL TILED 
FLOORS. I'D HELP CLEAN AND SHINE THOSE FLOORS AND THINK ABOUT THE OLD 
MOTOR OIL THEY POURED ON OUR WOODEN ONES. I GUESS THEY DID THAT TO KEEP 
THE DUST DOWN." 
--RELATED BY A LOUISA TRAINING SCHOOL GRADUATE IN A 2007 INTERVIEW. 

 Ms. Alberta Guy
 Supervisor of Negro Schools 

(1950-1963)
 Louisa County, Virginia

 Fought for Equity
 Same educational facilities

Broken school bus for Negro Schools,  
Louisa County, 1935



 Eugenics
 Sterilization of those deemed 

not a “good American”
 Included anyone “non-White”, 

Eastern European, 
physically/mentally disabled, 
felons

 Some states had sterilization 
laws until the 1970s and 
1980s



 Students segregated to ‘boarding schools’ because of disabilities
 Chicago: A landmark case of 1990s

 Corey H. vs. Board of Ed
 Determined to send more special needs students back into neighborhood 

schools and general education classrooms
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Schools deemed 
unconstitutionally 
segregated

Requirement of 
schools with 50% + 
White students 
must be balanced 
by race

Example:       
South Boston High 

(mostly White)                 
&                 

Roxbury High 
(mostly Black)

1974

1969

1977
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94-142 

“Free, 
appropriate 

public 
education to 

each child 
with a 

disability in 
every state 

and locality 
across the 
country.”

Four Purposes of PL 94-142
•"to assure that all children with disabilities have available to 
them…a free appropriate public education which emphasizes 
special education and related services designed to meet their 
unique needs"

•"to assure that the rights of children with disabilities and their 
parents…are protected"

•"to assist States and localities to provide for the education of 
all children with disabilities"

•"to assess and assure the effectiveness of efforts to educate 
all children with disabilities" .

-Education for All Handicapped Children’s Act of 1975



 Have we moved beyond these 
past events’ effects?
 Example: Boston busing 

 in decline
 “White Flight”

 2001: South Boston High 
 3 separate schools

 Tracking? (Jeannie Oakes)



 1990s IDEA
 Students with disabilities 

moved out of segregated 
classrooms
◦ At least part of the day
◦ Usually during electives

 Became seen as social 
aspect not academic



Able-bodied?
White?

English-speaking?
Heterosexual?
Middle-class?

When we talk of including, into what do we seek to include? 
(Graham & Slee, 2005)

Students 
identified 

with 
disabilities

Students 
learning 
English

Students 
from low-
income 

households



General Education

Migrant/Indian Education

Bilingual/English 
Language Education

Section 504

Special/Gifted
Education

Inclusive Education

General Education





Budget allocation, % of 
staff by role, caseloads

Class size

Teacher retention

IHE partnerships



% of students with IEP by 
category, race, & ELL status

Placement patterns

LEP patterns

School safety initiatives

Dropout prevention, teen parents, 
other student-focused initiatives

Enrichment



Reform initiatives & 
incentives

Professional learning 
goals & activities

District & school 
improvement plans



List of external 
collaborations;

List of all 
family/community 

events distributed by 
day of week and time of 

day



Technology capacity

Professional learning structure

Teacher union bargaining

Mission, values, goals

School board structure

Policy issues

Organization chart

Decision-making



Forms of inquiry, using 
student data

Student achievement & 
other learning evidences 

& influence on policy









Why Inclusive Education?
It’s an Equity Matter!

Lecturette 2



Lecturette Outcome 

Participants will:

understand why 
inclusive systems are 
important after a 
review of supporting 
data; and

make connections 
between inclusive 
systems and equity 
for all.



Equity

Equity is measured by the degree to which all 
students feel that they belong, are included, and 

are empowered.



Inclusive Education = Equity Imperative



Data as Rationale for Inclusive Schools
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Inclusive Education is a Human Right

President and Chair of the Commission on Human Rights, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, looking at the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights in Spanish. Credit: UN Photo. 

Education shall be directed to the full development
of the human personality and to the strengthening
of respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance
and friendship among all nations, racial or religious
groups, and shall further the activities of the United
Nations for the maintenance of peace.

 Article 26 of the United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights



Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Article 24 Education

1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to education…States Parties 
shall ensure an inclusive education system at all levels and life long learning…

2. …States Parties shall ensure that: 

(a) Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the general education system on 
the basis of disability, and that children with disabilities are not excluded from free and 
compulsory…education, on the basis of disability; 

(b) Persons with disabilities can access an inclusive, quality and free …education on an 
equal basis with others in the communities in which they live; 

(c) Reasonable accommodation of the individual's requirements is provided; 

(d) Persons with disabilities receive the support required, within the general education 
system, to facilitate their effective education; 

(e) Effective individualized support measures are provided in environments that maximize 
academic and social development, consistent with the goal of full inclusion. 



District Policy, Priorities, & Placements

Policies and Priorities

 Inclusive vision and priorities

 All administrators committed to and 
responsible for inclusive education for 
all students

 Professional learning on inclusive 
education provided for all school 
personnel

Student Placements

 All students fully educated within district 
schools, and no schools set aside for 
students with disabilities

 Chronologically age-appropriate schools 
and classrooms, regardless of ability or 
primary language

 Number of students with disabilities in 
classrooms reflects total school 
population

http://www.aasa.org/publications/content.cfm?PreviewContentItem=51262/







Leave Taking

Self-Assessment

Debrief

Equity Academy Evaluation
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