


• Make All Students Proficient and 
Prepared for College and Work

• Hold High Schools Accountable
for Student Success

• Redesign the American High School

• Provide Students With the Excellent Leaders 
and Teachers They Need to Succeed
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• Invest Communities in Student Success

• Provide Equitable Learning Opportunities for 
All Students

• Ensure Every Student has an Effective Teacher

• Create Innovative and Effective Expandable 
Learning Opportunities for All Student

• Implement Common Core State Standards to 
close the Achievement Gap
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Congressional Briefing – Ensuring Success for Students of Color

Stephanie Jones

Michael Wotorson

Rep. Robert C. “Bobby” Scott 
(D-VA)

Janet MurguiaGovernor Bob Wise

Doua Thor



“African American, Hispanic, and American 
Indian and Alaska Native students have only 

a 55 percent or less chance of graduating 
from high school with a regular diploma.”
(Greene and Winters 2006)



“Contrary to the model minority myth, the 

stereotype that all Asian and Pacific Islander 

Americans are achieving above and beyond, 

South East Asian American ethnic groups call for 

much needed attention and support . . . Only 

65% of Cambodian, 62% of Laotian, and 72% 

of Vietnamese Americans 25 years and over is a 

high school graduate.”

Southeast Asia Resource Action Center

















Briefing on High School Accountability and Equity in NCLB 

Wade Henderson

Bethany Little

Peter Zamora



Congressional Briefing: Graduation Rate Accountability in NCLB

Jose Garcia, North Carolina New 
Schools Project

Gary Huggins, Commission on 
NCLB

Raul GonzalezSen. Richard Burr (R-NC)



“Congress must build on the successes of 
NCLB and learn from its shortcomings; 
anything less will amount to rolling back 
the clock on the civil rights reformation.”

— Wade Henderson, President and CEO, 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights



SEARAC Leadership & Advocacy Training 



Common Core State Standards Leadership Training 



“Reducing by half the number of students of 
color who failed to graduate with their peers in 
the Class of 2008 would generate 17,450 new 
jobs and add $3.1 billion to the economy.” 
(Alliance for Excellent Education 2010)







Congressional Briefing – English Language Learners: Civil Rights Imperative

Rep. Mike Honda (D-CA)

Rep. Rubén Hinojosa (D-TX) Peter Zamora

Victor Goode

Phitsamay Uy

Brent Wilkes



SERAC picture



By the Numbers: Using Data to Promote Civil Rights in High School

Dr. Charity Smith, Arkansas 
Department of Education

Quinton Roman NoseDoua Thor



“The plight of Asian Pacific American immigrant, 
refugee, and English language learner students are 
often obscured and overshadowed and only when 
data is disaggregated do some of the needs of 
this population become more apparent.”

— Doua Thor, Executive Director, 
Southeast Asia Resource Action Center 



Add scan of headliners The Commercial Appeal and The Tenessean Issues



Every dollar invested in education 
results in a return of five dollars. 
(U.S. Department of Education)



Congressional Briefing -Culturally Based Teaching:  A Model for 
Student Success

Arturo Vargas

Dr. Sheryl Denbo
Mid-Atlantic Equity Center

Rushern Baker III
Community Teachers Institute

Willard Sakiestewa Gilbert
Dr. Luis A. Vazquez
New Mexico State University



Access to Rigor and Aligning Standards to College and Work Readiness
Joel Vargas, Jobs for the Future 

Russlynn Ali, Education Trust-WestSandy Boyd, Achieve

Delia Pompa







“There is no doubt that those who do not 
complete high school and those who do not 
complete a degree after high school are hit 
the hardest by poverty and unemployment.
While other countries have made significant 
gains on this front, America is losing ground.”

— Governor Bob Wise, President, 
Alliance for Excellent Education





CHSE/LULAC Training on Common Core State Standards: Springfield, IL



“Every year, 1.2 million students drop 
out of high school, which means nearly 
one in three freshmen will not have a 
high school diploma four years later.”
(Swanson 2004)







Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-NM)
Dr. David Beaulieu
Arizona State University

Communities of Color:  A Critical Perspective in the Common Standards Movement

Denise Forte, U.S. House Committee 
on Education and Labor

Gene Wilhoit, Council of Chief State 
School Officers

Brent A. Wilkes





Expanded Learning:  Improving Outcomes for High School Students of Color

Rep. Donald M. Payne (D-NJ)
Betsy Brand
American Youth Policy Forum

Kelvin Sherman
Higher Achievement Scholar

Beth Glenn



SEARAC Leadership & Advocacy Training



“High-quality teachers are the strongest 
influence on academic outcomes, 
including graduation, yet they are scarce in 
the high schools that serve the majority of 
students at risk for dropping out.” 

— Michael Wotorson, Executive Director,
Campaign for High School Equity





Congressional Briefing: Expanded Learning



“Dropouts are more likely than high 
school graduates to experience 
poverty, poor health, and 
incarceration.”

— Plan for Success, Page 2



Congressional  Testimony:  ESEA  Reauthorization - Addressing the Needs of Diverse 
Students



“Native Americans have the civil right to a first 
class education that enables them to reap all 
of the opportunities of a  21st century U.S. 
citizen. Their education should foster a strong 

sense of their unique Native identity, and 
should be grounded in their language, culture, 
and traditional values.” 

– Colin Kippen, Executive Director, 
National Indian Education Association









SEARAC Outreach Visits on Capitol Hill





CHSE/LULAC Policy Training on Common Core State Standards: Springfield, Illinois



“Students who attend college without 
having mastered basic skills cost our 
nation more than $2 billion a year in 
remedial coursework.”

— Alliance for Excellent Education
2006





“Quality schools, making sure that 
each child has access to a quality 
education is the civil rights struggle of 
this century.” 

— Benjamin T. Jealous, President 
and CEO, NAACP



National School Boards Association



MALDEF Parent School Partnership Advocacy Reception



“Many parents want to advocate for quality 
education for their children, but they do not 
know where to start. By informing parents of 
their rights and responsibilities concerning 
their children’s education, we can give them 
the tools they need to take effective action.” 

— John Trasviña, President and General Counsel, Mexican 
American Legal Defense and Educational Fund



Effective Implementation of Common Core State Standards in Georgia
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Effective Implementation of Common Core State Standards : Atlanta , GA



“86 percent of Hispanic and 89 percent 
of African American eighth graders 
read below grade level, compared to 
63 percent of white eighth graders.” 
(U.S. Department of Education 2005)



LULAC visits the Illinois Statehouse: Springfield, IL



“Young African Americans will not be able to 
achieve economic and social success if they 
are not given the opportunity to receive a quality 
high school education. A high school diploma is 
the passport that will facilitate success in the 
world of work and postsecondary education.” 

— Marc Morial, President and CEO, 
National Urban League



Effective Implementation of Common Core State Standards



LULAC visits Illinois Statehouse: Springfield, IL



SEARAC Outreach Visits on Capitol Hill 



SEARAC Leadership & Advocacy Training





“Full civic participation is the key to strong 
communities, yet most surveys show that high 
school dropouts are not as actively involved in 
their communities. A quality high school 
curriculum that promotes civic learning and 
engagement alongside vital skills such as strong 
reading, writing, and critical thinking will 
strengthen our democracy.” 

— Arturo Vargas, Executive Director, 
National Association of Latino Elected 

and Appointed Officials Educational Fund



Insert Picture



“Parents and communities play a key a role 
in strengthening educational opportunities and 
ensuring the success of young Latino students. 
We must make this critical link between 
parents, communities, and schools to prevent 
more dropouts and increase the number of 
graduates prepared for college, work, and life.” 

— Rosa Rosales, President, 
League of United Latin American Citizens



Honorables

Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC)

Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-NM)Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-MD)

Rep. Danny Davis (D-IL)

Rep. Robert C. “Bobby” Scott 
(D-VA)Rep. Mike Honda (D-CA)

Rep. Rubén Hinojosa (D-TX) Rep. Donald M. Payne (D-NJ)





…to working within our communities to raise 
awareness of solutions like these that will 
close the achievement gap for students of 

color, and to building support among 
policymakers, advocates, and community 

leaders for policies that will effect this change.

We pledge our commitment… 


